(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



(19) World Intellectual Property Organization 

International Bureau 

(43) International Publication Date 
23 August 2001 (23.08.2001) 




111! 



PCT 



(10) International Publication Number 

WO 01/62002 A3 



(51) International Patent Classification 7 : W04N 5/44 

(21) International Application Number: PCT/EP0 1/005 14 

(22) International Filing Date: 18 January 2001 (18.01.2001) 

(25) Filing Language: English 

(26) Publication Language: English 



(30) Priority Data: 

09/504,760 



14 February 2000 (14.02.2000) US 



(74) Agent: STEENBEEK, Leonardus, J.; Internationaal Oc- 
trooibureau B.V., Prof. Holstlaan 6, NL-5656 AA Eind- 
hoven (NL). 

(81) Designated States (national): JP, KR. 

(84) Designated States (regional): European patent (AT, BE, 
CH, CY, DE. DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, 
NL, PT, SE, TR). 

Published: 

— with international search report 



(71) Applicant: KONINKLIJKE PHILIPS ELECTRON- 
ICS N.V. [NL/NL]; Groenewoudseweg 1, NL-5621 BA 
Eindhoven (NL). 

(72) Inventor: LORD, William, P.; Prof. Holstlaan 6, 
NL-5656 AA Eindhoven (NL). 



(88) Date of publication of the international search report: 

13 December 2001 

For two-letter codes and otlier abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin- 
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 



(54) Title: AUTOMATIC CHANNEL SELECTION SYSTEM 



< 



25 

S 



43 



T 

40 



33 



20^ 



25Ar' 





A/V 




> 



30 



31 



-p. 



-20C 



4UH 
A/V 



41A 



M2A 



40A 



^42 



(57) Abstract: A method of returning to a program that is being received on a first channel is disclosed. The method includes storing 
data that characterizes at least one portion of the program. After storing this data, the user is free to change channels. The system 
automatically switches back to the first channel when data that characterizes a subsequent portion of the program matches the stored 
data. 
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